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DETAILED ACTION 

This Office action is in response to applicant's amendment filed on 10 April 2006. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The rejections under 35JJSC 112, second paragraph have been withdrawn because 
applicant's amendments have overcome the rejections. 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments, see pages 7-8, filed on 10 April 2006, with respect to the 
combination of U.S. Patent No. 6,199,096 to Mirashrafi et al. ("Mirashrafi") and U.S. Patent No. 
6,785,708 to Busey et al. ("Busey") failing to teach that the IRC server uses the IRC protocol to 
handle both the control message and a chatting message together have been fiJly considered and are 
persuasive. For this reason, the claims clearly distinguish over the combination of Mirashrafi and 
Busey as set forth in the last Office. Accordingly, the rejections under 35 USC 103(a) set forth in 
the last Office action have been withdrawn. 

Applicant's arguments, see pages 7-8, filed on 10 April 2006, with respect to U.S. Patent No. 
6,785,708 to Busey et al. ("Busey") not teaching that the event is a synchroni2ation updating event 
have been fiiUy considered but are not persuasive. In the interview conducted on 05 April 2005 the 
examiner suggested that fiirther limiting the event might overcome the 102 rejections using the 
Busey reference. However, the examiner did not specifically suggest language for doing so. The 
specific language used in the claims is insufficient to overcome the rejection. 
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The event corresponds to a user browsing a web page. For example, the references teaches 
that Sarah found a great website (column 4, lines 62-63), which at minimum suggests that Sarah is or 
was browsing the website. Browsing a website is a synchronization updating event because it was 
common knowledge that downloading a web page "updates" a browser by "synchronizing" the 
browser with information stored on a web server. 



Applicant's arguments with respect to the sending of an HTTP link not constituting a 
control message have been fully considered but are not persuasive. A message comprising a HTTP 
link is used by another user to direct (i.e., control) a browser to access a web page referenced by the 
link (column 5, Unes 29-32). Accordingly, such a message can reasonably be considered a control 
message. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed in 
the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent 
by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international 
application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United States and was 
published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 



6,785,708 ("Busey"). 
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Regarding claims 1 and 11, Busey teaches a Web collaborative browsing method using an 
IRC server (figure 1, 148; figure 3, 320; column 3, lines 61-64), said method comprising: 

a) , by a collaborative browsing client, opening a collaborative browsing session (colvunn 4, 
lines 6-14); 

b) , creating a control message (figure 3, message A) corresponding to a synchronization 
updating event (column 5; lines 1-9; Sarah browsing a website) when the event occurs in a Web 
browser (figure 3, 312) of a collaborative browsing client (figure 3, 310) while said client is 
connected to a Web server via said Web browser to conduct Web siirfing (column 5; lines 1-9), and 
then sending the created control message (column 5, lines 50-53) to said IRC server (figure 1, 148; 
figure 3, 320) over a network (figure 3); 

c) , by said server, receiving the sent event occurrence control message (figure 3; 320 receives 
message A) and transferring the received control message to a plurality of clients participating in said 
collaborative browsing session opened by said collaborative browsing cKent (column 5, line 59); and 

d) , by a collaborative browsing component program of each of said session participating 
clients, instructing a Web browser of a corresponding one of said session participating clients in 
response to said control message to request the same event as that having occurred in said 
collaborative browsing client, firom said Web server (column 5, lines 53-55), 

wherein the IRC server uses the IRC protocol (colunan 3, lines 57-64; column 4, lines 36-44) 
to handle both the control message (colxmm 4, lines 62-62) and a chatting message together (column 
4, lines 64-65). 

Regarding claim 7, Busey teaches a web collaborative browsing system using an Internet 
relay chat (IRC) protocol and a standard IRC server, said system comprising: 
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event occurrence processing means for creating a control message (figure 3, message A) 
corresponding to a synchronization updating event (coliunn 5; lines 1-9; Sarah browsing a website) 
when the event occurs in a Web browser (figure 3, 312) of a collaborative browsing client (figure 3, 
310) while said client is connected to a Web server via said Web browser to conduct Web svirfing 
(column 5; lines 1-9), and then sending the created control message (column 5, lines 50-53) to said 
IRC server (figure 1, 148; figure 3, 320) according to said IRC protocol (colunm 3, lines 61-64); 

event synchronization means for receiving said control message via said IRC server and 
instructing a corresponding Web browser in response to the received control message to request the 
same event as that having occurred in said collaborative browsing client, from said Web server 
(column 5, Unes 53-55; automatically acting on the embedded Hnks); and 

wherein the IRC server uses the IRC protocol (column 3, lines 57-64; column 4, lines 36-44) 
to handle both the control message (column 4, Unes 62-62) and a chatting message together (colunm 
4, lines 64-65). 

Regarding claims 2, 8, and 12, Busey fiirther teaches: 

an event occvirrence detector for detecting said event when said event occurs in said Web 
browser of said collaborative browsing client while said client is connected to said web server via 
said Web browser thereof to conduct the Web surfing (figure 3, 310; column 5, lines 1-9; Sarah 
performs the event detecting etc.); 

an event analyzer for analyzing the contents of the detected event to determine the type of 
said event (colimm 5, hnes 1-9; Sarah determines whether the event is "great"); and 
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a message sender for creating said control message corresponding to the analyzed event contents 
and sending the created control message to said IRC server according to said IRC protocol (colimm 
5, lines 1-9). 

Regarding claims 3 and 13, Busey does not expressly disclose whether the network is a wired 
or wireless network, but the network must be at least one of the two. 

Regarding claims 4, 9, and 14, Busey further teaches: 

a message receiver for receiving said control message from said IRC server (figure 3, 334); 

a message analyzer for analyzing the received control message to determine the type of said 
event having occxirred in said collaborative browsing client (column 5, lines 53-55; determining if the 
message comprises a hyperlink); and 

an event requester for applying a command based on the determination result to said 
corresponding Web browser to instruct said corresponding Web browser to request the same event 
as that having occurred in said collaborative browsing client, from said Web server (colvimn 5, lines 
53-55; acting on the hyperlink). 

Regarding claims 5 and 15, Busey further teaches that the collaborative browsing component 
program is implemented using ActiveX (column 6, lines 6-9). 

Regarding claims 6, 10, and 16, Busey further teaches that the event is a Web document 
request event (column 5, lines 50-53). 
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Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this Office 
action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). AppUcant is 
reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS of the 
mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after the end of the 
THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on 
the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pvirsuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be 
calculated firom the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory 
period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Philip S. Scuderi whose telephone number is (571) 272-5865. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9:00 am - 5:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are imsuccessfiil, the examiner's supervisor, 
Glenton B. Burgess can be reached on (571) 272-3949. The fax phone nvimber for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained firom the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or PubUc PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http:/ /pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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